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Westchester Institute for Human Development (WIHD) receives the first Brophy Memorial Grant from 
the Organization for Autism Research (OAR)  

 

Valhalla, NY --   OAR has announced that of an initial field of 92 proposals, the family selected Creating a 
More Effective Path to Housing for People with ASD, a project proposed by John Maltby, M.S., director of 
the Community Support Network at the Westchester Institute for Human Development, as the first to 
receive a grant set up in their father’s name.  Linda Sorg, Brophy’s daughter, explains why the family 
decided to fund the WIHD proposal: “My brother, Brian, was diagnosed with autism when he was 2 
years old. He is now in his 40s. My parents struggled for some time to find appropriate housing for Brian 
and finally settled him into a group home in our home state of New York. Although Brian is doing well, 
he is over a thousand miles from all immediate family, all of whom live in Florida. Perhaps this is the 
beginning of making decisions like these easier for individuals and families coping with the symptoms of 
autism.” 

Maltby’s objective is to compile and detail how people with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) can obtain 
housing more efficiently through the use of a resource guide that comprehensively arrays housing 
information sources, entitlements, eligibilities and individualized living options. Developed in 
partnership with families, it will address the pressing need for affordable and accessible supportive 
housing for people with ASD. The guide will support informed decision making and self-
determination/self-direction in housing.  

“Quality of life issues for adults with autism, and housing in particular, have been and remain priority 
areas of interest for OAR,” says OAR Scientific Council Chairman Peter Gerhardt, Ed.D. “This project 
stood out from a group of really outstanding proposals when it came to meaningful outcomes and 
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immediate practical value. The enthusiasm of the Scientific Council reviewers for one proposal has never 
been higher.” 

The project will begin in January 2013 and run through December 2013. OAR will periodically publish 
information on the project as it progresses and provide both a report and links to the online resource 
guide once the project is complete.  
 

About Westchester Institute for Human Development 

The Westchester Institute for Human Development is one of 67 university affiliated centers dedicated to 
improving the lives of people with disabilities through education, service, and research. The Institute works 
to advance policies and practices that ensure the health and self-determination among people of all 
ages with disabilities, and the safety and well-being of vulnerable children. 

For 40 years, WIHD has been a key regional resource supporting children and adults with disabilities 
including autism spectrum disorders, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, neurological and cognitive disabilities, 
hearing and vision problems, and speech/language delays. WIHD’s services, which often follow a child 
throughout his or her lifespan, include comprehensive dental and adult medical care programs, education 
and support services. 

The Community Support Network (CSN) at WIHD is a resource center for current information, referral 
assistance, and training about services available throughout the lifespan. Serving individuals with special 
needs and their families: from infancy to preschool, throughout the school-age years, and into the adult 
world of higher education and employment. The CSN assists individuals, families and professionals 
seeking educational, medical, financial, vocational, or recreational services. The CSN also conducts 
research, workshops and training, provides on-line educational materials and newsletters promoting 
best practice in service provision to individuals with disabilities and their families. 

Dr. Ansley Bacon, President and CEO of WIHD, “Our efforts are guided by a vision in which people living 
with disabilities and vulnerable children fully participate in society, live healthy and productive lives, and 
have access to services and supports, emerging technologies, competent professionals and caring 
families.” 
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