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        For Immediate Release 

 

THE WESTCHESTER INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT (WIHD) ANNOUNCES THE 

APPOINTMENT OF ALLEN SCHWARTZ, PH.D AS 
SENIOR POLICY AND RESEARCH ANALYST 

 

 

January 20, 2010, Valhalla, NY -- The Westchester Institute for Human Development 

(WIHD) has announced the appointment of Allen Schwartz, Ph.D as Senior Policy and 

Research Analyst.  In this role, Dr. Schwartz will work on a national training initiative and a 

local, multi-county community of practice, both focused on promoting self-determination 

and quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities.  In addition, he will be 

working on the development and evaluation of innovative practices, such as the use of social  

networking technology for people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

 

 Dr. Schwartz recently retired following a long and successful career with the NYS Office of 

Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (OMRDD).  He began his career 

working on the deinstitutionalization process in New York State after the Willowbrook class 

action litigation in 1975.  Over the years, he has been at the center of the creation and 

implementation of initiatives that promote person–centered practices, self-determination for 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and support for their families. 

During his last year at OMRDD, Dr. Schwartz served as Deputy Director and was 

responsible for overseeing five bureaus covering policy, planning, innovation, waiver and 

MSC services and research.   
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 “We are very pleased to welcome Dr. Schwartz as a member of the WIHD staff.  I am 

confident that he will provide the leadership necessary for WIHD to make an even more 

significant contribution to the quality of life for people with disabilities,” said Dr. Ansley 

Bacon, president and CEO at WIHD. 

  

The Westchester Institute for Human Development is part of a national network of 

University Centers for Excellence in Disabilities dedicated to improving the lives of people 

with disabilities through education, service, and research.  WIHD works to promote the 

health and well-being of people with disabilities and their families, foster the healthy 

development of children who are abused and neglected, and educate professionals for the 

future.  

 

Additional information about the programs at the Westchester Institute for Human 

Development can be found on their website, www.wihd.org or by calling 914-493-8150. 

 

 
-30- 

 

 

http://www.wihd.org/�

